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Extended Abstract

Hegel’s logic has been interpreted in various ways, which can generally be classified into two broad approaches:
metaphysical and non-metaphysical. The fundamental distinction between these two interpretive approaches can be
summarized as follows: in the non-metaphysical interpretation, Hegel’s philosophy is seen as a Kantian system, where, like
Kant, Hegel seeks to determine the a priori conditions for the possibility of knowledge. In contrast, the metaphysical
interpretation regards Hegel’s philosophy as an inquiry into Being as such.

The fundamental distinction between these two approaches lies in the fact that, in the non-metaphysical interpretation,
Hegel's logic seeks to investigate the necessary structure of thought with the aim of determining the conditions for the possibility
of object. In contrast, the metaphysical interpretation posits that Hegel's logic is intended to elucidate the structure of Being as
such.

These two approaches differ significantly, so research on Hegel's philosophy must take a stance on them. In this article,
we will initially endeavor to elucidate the justifications for each of these approaches by examining the views of two prominent
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figures: Robert Pippin and Stephen Houlgate. In the second part of the article, we will offer an alternative perspective on the
relationship between Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit and his Science of Logic, providing an analytical framework that will
help us adopt a more precise position. Finally, in the concluding section, we will draw upon the insights developed in the second
part to formulate our own stance regarding these two interpretive approaches.

As we will see, according to Pippin, Hegel’s logic should be understood as a necessary and immanent development
of pure thought, through which the overall structure of our knowledge is determined — a structure upon which the possibility
of knowledge itself fundamentally depends. Pippin’s primary justification for this reading of Hegel is based on the claim that,
in the Phenomenology of Spirit, and specifically in its final stage, the Absolute Knowledge, Hegel demonstrates that
consciousness becomes absolute. Therefore, Pippin argues, the truth must be revealed through an analysis of the fundamental
structure of this absolute consciousness.

In contrast, Stephen Houlgate posits that while Hegel's logic is indeed a study of the categories or determinations of
thought, it is also an investigation into the determinations of Being as such. Houlgate justifies this interpretation by noting that
the logic begins with a notion of Being that is so indeterminate that, to the same degree that it is thought, it is Being as well. In
order to substantiate his viewpoint, Houlgate analyses the interconnection between the Phenomenology of Spirit and the
Science of Logic. He posits that within the Phenomenology, Hegel demonstrates how the certainties of consciousness, through
their intrinsic evolution, ultimately negate themselves.

The key difference between the views of Pippin and Houlgate, therefore, lies primarily in their differing readings of
the starting point of the logic and, specifically, in their understanding of the interrelationship between the Phenomenology of
Spirit and the Science of Logic. In the third section of this article, we will examine this relationship from another perspective,
drawing on Hegel’s own reflections on the connection between these two works, and we will argue that, according to Hegel’s
own account, this relationship plays a decisive role in our understanding of his philosophical project.

In the introduction to the Science of Logic, Hegel posits that in the Phenomenology of Spirit, he demonstrates the development
of consciousness as it progresses from its immediate shape, and how this process of consciousness culminates in absolute
knowledge, which, in our interpretation, is nothing but the absolutization of the concept. This is in contrast to Kant's view,
which restricts concepts to the empirical content that is given (or, in other words, restricts the concept to what he calls the thing-
in-itself). Hegel's concept is not conditioned by any external limits. Rather, it is an infinite, self-determining, and self-sustaining
unity. Furthermore, throughout much of the Phenomenology of Spirit, from the Self-Consciousness to the Absolute Knowledge,
Hegel endeavors to surmount the concept's second limit—that of the "unity of apperception"—in order to transform the concept
into an ontological unity. Accordingly, even if we consider the Phenomenology of Spirit to be, in a sense, an "introduction” to
Hegel's system of science, as he himself described it, it is imperative to recognize that this introduction cannot be bypassed
before entering the main body of the system. It is precisely in this introduction that Hegel seeks to establish the most
fundamental guiding principle of his entire system: the unity of the concept. Thus, in the final section of the article, we will
employ this interpretation to contend that Hegel's logic, being anchored in the culmination of the Phenomenology of Spirit, can
only be apprehended in a metaphysical sense.
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